
Confirm diagnosis and therapy from patient notes 
or hospital letter. If in doubt defer vaccine and seek 
advice from hospital specialist/prescribing consultant

Delay vaccine for 1 year to optimise 
response. This interval can be reduced to 

ensure vaccine offered before age 80

Delay vaccination until 48 hours after stopping 
antivirals. Topical antivirals are not a contraindication

If acutely unwell, defer until recovered. 
Minor illnesses are not a contraindication

Is the patient taking immunosuppressive therapy?
Refer to Green Book (Chapter 6 and 28a) for full details, examples include:
• Chemotherapy or radiotherapy in last 6 months 
• Short term high dose or long term lower dose corticosteroids in last 3 months 
• Biological therapy in last 12 months
• If patient is prescribed DMARDs, is the dose immunosuppressive?

Does the patient have a primary/secondary immunodeficiency?
Refer to Green Book (Chapter 6 and 28a) for full details, examples include:
• Acute/chronic leukaemias
• Cellular immune deficiencies such as T cell defects
• Undergoing follow up for lymphoproliferative disorders
• Allogenic stem cell transplant in last 24 months
• Autologous haematopoietic stem cell transplant in the past 24 months

Has the patient recently had shingles or 
postherpetic neuralgia?

Is the patient taking antivirals?

Is the patient unwell today?

Vaccine contraindicated

Vaccine contraindicated

Seek advice from 
hospital specialist/prescribing consultant

Seek advice from 
hospital specialist/prescribing consultant
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Patients aged 70 or 78 years or those in their 70s born 
on or after 2 September 1942 who have never received 

a live shingles vaccine (Zostavax) remain eligible to 
receive the vaccine until their 80th birthday.

Shingles eligibility

YES

YES
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If the patient consents to vaccination, hasn’t had the vaccine before 
and there is no evidence of any contraindications or anaphylactic 
reaction to any of the vaccine components such as gelatin or 
neomycin, offer a single dose of Zostavax.  

NO

Is the patient under the care of a hospital specialist? 
For example a haematologist or oncologist OR are they receiving 
medication or therapy that is prescribed and/or administered outside 
the practice, for example at a hospital or specialist health care unit

YES




